
“In my life it’s all about family and friends. A table, served with food and wine made with 
passion and love. This is the essence of Mitolo”. Frank Mitolo

When  the  Mitolo  family  arrived  in  Australia  in  the  1950s  they  brought  their 
viticulturist ancestry and an ethos belonging to the Abruzzo region - forte e gentile or 
strong and gentle.   After  years  of  working  in  his  family’s  potato  business,  Frank 
Mitolo started making wine for family and friends.

In 1999, after a now legendary 5 hour discussion with winemaker Ben Glaetzer, the 
pair  fashioned a dream of making the ultimate expression of McLaren Vale’s rich 
provenance of soils. They jotted a six word business plan on the back of a napkin: 
individuality, integrity, quality, purity, elegance and power.

The winery works closely with its growers, the Loprestis. The Loprestis, also Italian 
immigrants and old friends of the Mitolos, have an affinity with their land, producing 
fruit of the highest quality. The fruit is the essence of Mitolo, with a depth of flavour 
garnered  from  heavy  clay  soils,  yet  freshness  thanks  to  the  gentle  afternoon  sea 
breeze.  In the winery,  Ben takes a ‘hands-off’ approach, fermenting cool to retain 
purity, and using a range of barrel coopers to generate complexity yet respect and 
enhance the fruit.
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