
Matthew Fritz 

North Coast California Value.  Clean, True, Authentic. 

Founder Matt Bonanno grew up in Ohio and is third generation in the wine business. While early on in 

life he was packing trucks and working in the warehouse moving boxes for his father’s distribution busi-

ness, it would be a fortuitous business trip to the Napa Valley in 1994 with his father Ardie that would 

fuel Matt’s desire to produce his own wines. 

Matt and Ardie were meeting the legendary Dick Steltzner for lunch at Mustard’s Grill in Yountville. As 

one of the original grape growers in Napa and a true pioneer, Dick was larger than life. He had pur-

chased his vineyard in the Stag’s Leap District in 1965 and had also gone on to help establish such fa-

mous wineries as Clod Du Val and Diamond Creek. Needless to say, spending an afternoon barrel tast-

ing in the caves and hearing Dick’s stories lit a fire in Matt. The next day an overwhelming question 

started to take hold; “How was Matt going to produce wine in Napa Valley?” 

That question would need some time and further experience before being answered.  In 2009 Matt 

teamed up with one of his best friends, Fritz Stuhlmuller and started Matthew Fritz Wines.  The ap-

proach was simple: combine their collective experience in winemaking, contacts with grape growers and 

wineries in the North Coast and produce wines of incredible value. The Matthew Fritz wines are pro-

duced out of Healdsburg in Sonoma, with most of the grapes coming from Sonoma and Mendocino 

counties. Again, the wines are meant to be authentic, clean and true to the varietal. 

In 2018 Matt purchased Fritz’s half of the company. Today, Matt lives in Chicago with his wife and two 

daughters, ultimately splitting his time between Chicago and Napa Valley/Sonoma. As a family, they are 

closely tied to the business. Matt has always enjoyed cooking and has a passion for bringing friends and 

family together with wine and food. That tradition only seems to continue as his daughters have started 

taking over his kitchen. 


