
JOHN DUVAL WINES  
Barossa Valley, South Australia  

“At the very pinnacle of quality and high standards rest a core of wellknown names (including) John Duval. 

With 35 years in the winemaking business under his belt, nearly 30 of which were spent making Grange and 

developing the RWT label at Penfolds, John Duval is a bit of an Australian wine legend.” -

eRobertParker.com (December 2010)  

John Duval is one of Australia’s most highly regarded winemakers. Raised on a South Australian farm with 

three generations of grape growers before him, his vinous path was fated. However, it was during his 28- year 

tenure with Penfolds that his passion for the famed Barossa Valley flourished. As Chief Winemaker and cus-

todian of Australia’s most famous wine, Grange, he was instrumental in establishing Penfolds as one of the 

world’s great wineries. His accolades include being named UK Wine and Spirit Competition’s International 

Winemaker of the Year, Red Winemaker of the Year (twice) and receiving Wine Spectator’s Wine of the 

Year award. In 2003, John embarked on his own label, John Duval Wines, inspired by the best of the Barossa 

Valley’s low-yielding, old vine vineyards. With a deft touch he crafts intense wines that are as complex and 

distinctive as the diverse terroir of his treasured Barossa Valley  

The Barossa Valley, arguably the center of the Australian wine industry today, has one of the richest cultural 

histories of any Australian wine region. Settled in the 1840s by English and German emigrants, many of the 

first vineyards are farmed to this day by sixth-generation winemaking families. Here, gnarled old vines thrive 

in a warm, continental climate, with ample sunshine hours allowing the small berries to reach optimum ripe-

ness and flavor concentration. While access to this scarce, old-vine fruit is fiercely guarded, Duval’s long-

established vigneron relationships and an intimate knowledge of Barossa’s subregions ensures he has a rich 

palate from which to craft his wines. Be it complex Shiraz from Ebenezer and Greenock’s red soils, glorious 

Marsanne from the Marananga region, or fruit from the 100 year-old Mourvedre vines in Light Pass and An-

gaston, under Duval’s care this exceptional fruit is fashioned into a grand portrait of the region’s rich history.  


