
Iron Horse Vineyards 

DEFINING QUALITY IN CALIFORNIA SPARKLING WINE 

Iron Horse is a legendary name in the history of American sparkling 

wine.  Started in 1976 by current CEO Joy Sterling’s parents in the Green 

Valley, the westernmost edge of the Russian River Valley, the vineyards 

were planted in an area at the time thought to be too cool for growing 

grapes.   

The wines disproved that theory from the start, and in the 1980s catapulted 

to global recognition when an Iron Horse sparkling wine was selected as the 

toast to peace at the first summit meeting between Ronald Reagan and Mi-

khail Gorbachev.  

Iron Horse’s steadfast dedication to quality is evident through their deci-

sions to produce exclusively vintage-dated sparkling wines, to constantly 

improve vineyard practices, to implement regenerative agriculture and sus-

tainability initiatives, and to advocate for their community and the environ-

ment.  

Today this 100% estate-grown, sustainably-farmed, family-owned winery is 

making the greatest wines in its illustrious history.  


